FOREIGN STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS CHECKLIST

2019 TAX YEAR

1. Determine your federal tax residency status.  Non-Resident vs. Resident.  If you have been in the US as an F-1 or J-1 student for more than 5 years (counting the first year you arrived), you are a Resident for tax purposes.  If you have been in the US as a J-1 scholar for more than 2 of the past 6 years (counting the first year of arrival), you are a Resident for tax purposes.
2. If you are a non-resident for tax purposes for 2019 and you had no U.S. source income in 2019, do not use Glacier Tax Prep to complete your taxes.  Simply, complete IRS form 8843 (found on IRS website www.irs.gov).  Due date:  June 15, 2020.

3. If you are a non-resident for tax purposes for 2019 and you had U.S. source income in 2019 (sum of Form W-2 box 1 and Form 1042-S box 2) or federal taxes have been withheld (sum of Form W-2 box 2 and Form 1042-S box 7), obtain a Glacier Tax Prep password to use the software to complete your taxes. You must file your U.S. tax return on form 1040NR-EZ or 1040NR and complete IRS form 8843.  Due date:  April 15, 2020.
4. If you are a resident for tax purposes for 2019, you cannot use Glacier Tax Prep to complete your taxes.  You must file your taxes on IRS form 1040-EZ or 1040 or 1040A.  You are encouraged to seek assistance from a tax advisor.    Due date:  April 15, 2020.
5. If you had taxable income for Pennsylvania (Box 15 on Form W-2 is PA and Box 16 is not zero), you must file a PA-40 tax return by April 15, 2020.  Do not submit Form 1042-S with your PA-40 tax return.  If you had taxable income for another state (Box 16 on Form W-2 is not zero and Box 15 is other than PA), you may also need to file a return for that state.  Check with that state’s tax department for guidance.

6. If you had taxable income for the City of Bethlehem (Box 20 on Form W-2 is BETHLEHEM and Box 18 is not zero), you must file a Keystone local tax return by April 15, 2020.  Do not submit Form 1042-S with your Keystone tax return.  If you had taxable income for another locality (Box 18 is not zero and Box 20 is other than BETHLEHEM), you may also need to file a return for that locality.  Check with the tax offices in that locality for more information.

7. Forms are available on line:
a. IRS forms at www.irs.gov

b. Pennsylvania PA-40 forms at: https://www.revenue.pa.gov/FormsandPublications/FormsforIndividuals/PIT/Pages/Personal%20Income%20Tax%20-%202019.aspx
c. Bethlehem forms at: https://www.keystonecollects.com/forms/download/EITR.pdf
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